
Validity and Reliability  
at the Heart of a  
Powerful and Flexible 
Assessment Solution.

 
What’s Behind 
Acuity®:

With item banks created from rigorous research as well as useful and 
practical reports, Acuity delivers the right tools educators need to plan 
instruction and boost student achievement.



Research-based and data-driven; 
excellence is our standard.
Built on extensive research and uncompromising quality, Acuity delivers valid and reliable 
K-12 interim assessments — plus the actionable data and instructional resources  
needed to quickly address learning gaps. Every day, with the help of their partners at 
McGraw-Hill Education, thousands of districts nationwide are using Acuity to improve 
student achievement.

Standards-Based; Flexible Approaches
Acuity is both standards-based and flexible — allowing educators to conduct both adaptive 
and fixed-format testing to gauge student understanding relative to a continually evolving 
set of standards. Educators can use Acuity to align their assessments to state standards, 
or build their own standards-aligned assessments to meet goals unique to their district, 
student population or focused student groups (such as IEPs, special needs, etc.). 
Moreover, Acuity is comprehensive and flexible — automatically delivering actionable 
report data and instructional resources needed to quickly address learning gaps and 
increase teacher effectiveness. 
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Evidence-Based Items 
Thousands of hours of research and field testing go into the items  
in Acuity’s abundant item banks. Using evidence-based design 
principles, we ask questions like: “How does the student demonstrate 
what they know? How can each item prove that?” Only the items that 
pass our rigorous field-testing and evaluation processes make it into 
the banks for use. In addition, our technology-enhanced item types 
go beyond typical multiple-choice answers, leveraging technology to 
create a rich interactive assessment experience.

Accurately Measure Student Understanding 
Acuity provides consistently high-quality assessments, thanks in part to its proprietary adaptive assessment engine 
known as ShadowCAT™. The innovative engine triangulates data to ensure that the “right” question is always being  
asked next, based on previous answers. This results in an accurate measurement of each student’s true understanding.

Reporting That’s Reliable and Useful
Acuity reports provide valuable insight to all stakeholders — from administrators, to educators, to parents and students. 
These reports (and the detailed data behind them) can be used immediately to inform classroom instruction, modify 
teaching strategies and assess progress. Administrators can monitor growth and performance at the student, grade, 
school, district and state level and evaluate overall program effectiveness. Teachers can gain insight at the student level 
to streamline lessons and collaborate on effective strategies. Students and parents can use Acuity’s reports to track 
specific learning goals and overall progress. Some of the powerful reports included in Acuity include:

District Assessment Reports  
drill into percentage of students  
at each performance level. 

Class Item Analysis and  
Distractor Analysis Reports  
illuminate areas of difficulty and 
common misconceptions.

Class Matrix and Roster Reports 
provide quick insight into student 
performance. 

Student Predictive Growth Reports 
provide interpretation and insight  
into student growth.

Class Diagnostic Assessment Reports 
display important performance  
data to guide targeted instruction.

Student Predictive Assessment 
Reports Aligned to State Standards 
help predict student performance 
on state accountability exams.

Acuity comes pre-loaded with a variety of reports that provide deep 
insight into district, classroom and student performance.

Student Assessment Reports provide a quick snapshot of a student’s 
overall assessment, with the ability to drill down into more detail.



Acuity: Assessments that empower success  
with validity, reliability, flexibility and insight.
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“It’s providing those opportunities for teachers to have the power and the 
insight to use data well.”

“Acuity in three words? Data. Driven. Success.”

Marilyn Wiebelhaus
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Archdiocese of Omaha
Omaha, NE

Monica Ward
Principal
Gideon, MO

Learn more about how Acuity and your education partners at McGraw-Hill Education can help  
you improve student achievement at your school.

Visit AcuityCCR.com or Call (800) 338-3987 to schedule a demonstration. 


